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Report by O. A. Borbext,
Distriot Ragineer,
Visemos, Intima.




TERRIGGT . T

On Jamuary 50, iﬁzz.vm explosion ogourred at the mine of
the Leyman-Oslloway Ooal Ocupany, u‘miung in the daakh of six men
mm:arimtwofMchun- ) :
he Loyuan-0al .W% s located in m-@m'?c
the Harisn Branch of the L. & N, Ealliroad, sbout twinty milen from
Pineville, Kentuoky, the meavest flag stop being Pelder.

he mein office of the Gompeny is at Pineville, Kentucky.
ir. Estell A. &outhera‘ fe President; Mr. J. J. Uatson, Secretary

apd Tregwurer, and Mr. J. A, 8tewsrt, Mine Poreman.
| Ths mine is working what is kuown as the Nason Sesm, which
at this point {s ahout 55 indhes thick and lles st approximstely 100
MtMchcmw ;
e conl Ls o hard bright aw.. mmt cmnm oleavage.
m :oot isa bard. dm MQ. roquim zqu or na ﬁu-

) ‘berlux. m botm fa a hard dry ﬁn clq. !'ne niao mﬁm m mm'
 the womdas pmn halng éry ud éunvn '

The mine is small, only worklsig & saw of mw—anmmf |

. underground, end produsing about £00 tons por day. Oars of the 1&3»



1T e e

o j', writer m Moma. w tha nm tm M thn um-iu um-a ln s
| ‘worse omuten at the tiu ot the upluiea; that he had -m cusa-
el wp the entries, snd :pmma thea, and bad also sprinkied salt sl

end gate type are used, and on ascount of the low cosl and the fagt
that the roof in the rooms is not bdrughed, their cspacity is only
about 1§ tons. The hanlage is all done hy rmles, the mimers pushing
the gars to and from the eantry. She hsulage roads are brushed f.o

_ {
' about 5§ feet in heights

The mine s worked on the danble entry, room ani pillar
method, the room entries being tumed to left and right of the main
entries. On asoount of the dip of thi Mﬁo tho east, the laft
hand entries are driven at an angle to léstéix the grade aguinst the
loaded oaves | '4

The lighting is by mesns of open carbide lamps. Ko gas
has ever been observed in this mine snd nome was found &t the time
of the} fnvestigation. ‘ '

The ventilating cuirent is induced by means of & furnace,
ond &t the time of the investigation appesred to be emple; about ten

- thmand oublo feet of alr per minute was uing oimhted throm
~. the 81!0. ,

At the time of the imuttéatioa the entriee vare in s o
n!.rly wofst conditlion M nu mudmb.ty fres from ooal dutg The

ong the entries, which appears to assiet tn holding the molsture,
Ths coal is all shot from the mlid by means of blaok powdor
ad fuse,



This mine, 1ike the balance of the mines in thiv f£ield,
is opersted by mon-union labor, apd little restriction is placed
on the men ‘u to the mumber of hours ehq wrk. On the night o
the explosion, elght ‘men fnoluding a driver, had gome back to gst
oonl ready and fix up their plm‘u for the next day. ha‘ of
_these men had bsen hired by the miners working in tho maln satries
to brush and 10s4 rock o the fooe of the entry. |

Tomedistely after the axplosion, a resouns oxev. Wm
of the mine foreinan end othar employeéa, hurried to the mine m :
foum £ou¥ of the Yodies and the tws injored menm Just @ short alow
tande taby the AFLft mouth. These men, inciuding the driver with
e oer and mule, were on their way out, and had evidently just got«
ten to the turn of the entry, about 100 fost inby the entrmve
when the explosion coourred. The men, as well aa the male, m
evidontly xilled by violense. One man, who wes found under the

aar, was living when tmd. but dled shmxy aftervants, fThy ma,

. tm m men wz« jnnt at the turn and. wera hurled against tu rl.hvf

‘no donhs uomted for f.lxq mbcr of taul ﬂ.on st this peimu ’
Mowrmhammtmwmmtmum .
- r:m entrien. Thase wre ths two met ma the winers E\in? e

| "mmnmnummmtubmrm |
: The explosion evidently had its origlin st the fase of

the No. 4 Room off f.ho £ad l&ﬂ entriess Ooknd eeal dunt Goxld be
- chaerved along the yoom eutyy snd in the broakthrowghe betwsan the



ist, 2 and 3rd rooms. The stopping opposite the 2nd left room’
entry, between the two main entries had been blown out, also the
£irst one in the &nd entries. Tho flume and hest evidenily triv-
eled along the path, indicated on the ssomupunying sketeh, o8 m..
Gance ‘of coke could be found s fur as the Gth room off the inty
m'rxgh{emw. L
‘ ‘he trip door in the’ bummmnmmjmw
triu. anft ‘lesding to the tumu &w rather a titesy ‘,
affair, vas only partly demolished and blown fnky. The m' n

found &t the 8nd right entries had also doubtless been xmga;by
viclense, though the exposed portioms of their bodies were badly
wernads o
" A% the time the writer visited the mine, the roms Gff

the Znd left hed heen working seversl days, so that all aviémq
as to the um out shots said to have ceused the axpleqion!u&
Voo destroyed. Howsver, ho was informed By Meo J. Al Btewery,
the mine toman. tuat the two ien 4n the No. 4 Baom hied Juak
__mtarted to work efter neving hm m- !.’ar ' umg parua.f m mra
owttig fo¥ the nest asy '
7 w:t badly In med. of nonq, uxd m m !.a llx nhott aros 0
| tw of the %«ms room, using maﬂy & keg m & half ef tmx
povlu Just how these shote had mn pmu could not ha mw-
tained, -mpt that the one on the xight rib had bua arilled di-f
reotly on the solid parallel to the rik snd had dones no Work at

g ‘:o'mrly mim % make & good shos




F {zl& m amlema d:ou. and

@ll, This latter hole had been charged with about 6 feet of powder
with practically no stemming. %he other five ehots hed all done ef-
~ feotive work, ss the coal to ths left of the triangular plese in the
right hind»aomr fxad all been brought down.

It wnu}.a appear tho,t m e:plos&cam m oug:.a 1n the
‘xa. . m ott‘ the 204 left eneriu. dus to & sarien of badly plao-
m to' m,m:m m )

\ ~itms oz sm uln&. the explowm s mm w cosl dut . ¥ j .

does not nppau- that gas eaeoud into tha pmpaaatxcn Lu m m.

Prior to this cxplonton. it w been the hzb!.t nr tho nnm-n ta use
) 'tine coal dust as etemming. Bince this time, hnmmr. cm for
this purpose is being dug on the outaide and nnt into the mine.

B



1. Shooting the coal off the solid is a prastice that
oannot be recommended and should be discontinusd. If it is not
possibls €0 raquire the miners to underout the soul by hand, ol
eotrio oatting mashines should be installed and permivsible pow.
éer used in plage of the blask powler st pressnt in ms‘t-;

B+ ®he sosds ehoul be thoreughly clesned w, and the
P00 and vibe washed down. This can best be dans by thmimtnnm |
lation of pips 1ines wp the entries, with koso cdmocti;ém ®t
mm intervals, 6o that wﬂh.s t0-foot leagth of gardex: hous,
all parts oflh tho entrios w be rsached, Hoge counscticne ahmw.v
alno be put in at the reom necks and the roous kept in & moictea~
ed condition as well. The expense of thie water line instellaticn
would not be prohibitive, and would go & long wey towards yendage
ing the mine safe from coal dust explanmo |

8« m »mout mm ot mmm olay wmm fu
» cmmc.m mmuommm |
¢ A cluex- mpemuon uf the plmtng o firzng oi’
© shots dhould be malntained. 5f the mm dm not have tm far
e nthot;immtar ®ouid be eplayeds e
o B m prasent prastics of mulutine m wine Wy m«
nage is nnu.ﬁ!.ututory and »aangerom, and amxa to diesontirged

in favor of & powsr driven fan. There s @g;mauhle dairger from
tha furnage as mow inetalled. It was noted that the fire wae iu
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olose proximity to the ct;al on the sidea of the entry.

6. A closer cheak should be kept on the men entering
and leaving the mine. The prectice of allowing the miners to
g0 baok into mﬁmo";g night to prepare coal tér the moxt day
~ without proper supervision, is certainly dangerous end should
ve diseontiivads | |

Respeotfully submitted,

District Mining Enginser.
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